
 

Movements of Cullen in 2011 
 
 
 
02 January 2011: Back to Coignafearn via Kingussie 
 
Cullen remained in the upper Dulnain to 23rd December, and then moved SW to the 
hills north of Kingussie where she remained until 26th. That afternoon she flew north 
to the upper Findhorn catchment and remained on Coignafearn Estate to the latest 
location on 31st December. At Coignafearn she visited and used several eagle roost 
sites, and on one occasion was roosting in an ancient birch tree in the main natural 
regeneration enclosure at Glen Calder. 
 

Locations 17th -31st December 
 
 
 
10 January 2011: In Coignafearn  

All Cullen’s locations in the last week have been in the Findhorn valley within 
Coignafearn Estate. At 4pm on 8th January, she was perched on an artificial eagle 
nest I built some years ago, which has been regularly visited and built up by 
immature and subadult eagles. At the same time her sibling Strathy was flying 1 km 
to the south. 

 

16 January 2011: No change  

Spent whole time at Coignafearn 5th – 12th January in a range of 23 square km. 



 

 

 

26 January 2011: No change 
 
The signal in the Cairngorms on 22nd was incorrect, as later GPS locations showed 
she was still in the Findhorn watershed on 2pm on 22nd; next day she was further 
down the glen at 4pm and then roosted overnight in a gully south of the river.  At 
10am on 24th she was over the hill near the public carpark, where birders look for 
eagles in “Eagle Alley”, as southern birders call it. 
 
 
 
28 January 2011: No change 
 
Cullen remained on Coignafearn Estate in a range of 37 square km, up to 4pm on 
28th January. 
 



 

05 February 2011: Off to Easter Ross 
 
On 2nd I visited Coignafearn with Mark Stephen, presenter of BBC Scotland Out of 
Dorrs programme – the subseqent GPS locations show that she was less than a 
kilometre from us behind a lightly wooded hill – it’s was cloudy rainy morning and she 
was perched in some old birches in a back glen.  She was still there at 10am next 
morning but by 4pm had flown north over Loch Ness and stopped in the hills between 
Strathglass and Starthfarrar. Next day, she flew on NE and settled just south of the 
River Orrin and the new Fairburn windfarm. She was still there on 5th at 10am. 
 

 
 
 
 
09 February 2011: Returned to Monadhliaths  

Stayed near Fairburn until 10am on 6th February and then followed same track south 
by roosting overnight 6th/7th between Strathfarrar and Strathglass. Next day crossed 
Loch Ness and end up at Dunmaglass at 4pm on 7th and still present there at 4pm 
on 9th February. Locations close to proposed windfarm – what a big ecological 
mistake to build a windfarm there. 



 

 

 

14 February 2011: Back to the Findhorn catchment  

Cullen was on Dunmaglass estate until 10th, then she flew south to the River Cro on 
Coignafearn Estate; she flew downstream and roosted in isolated trees downstream 
from Dalbeg on the night of 12th/13th February (her brother Strathy roosted that night 
either in the same tree or within 20 metres of her). Next day she was further 
downriver near the Calder enclosure. 

 

 

 



 

19 February 2011: Monadhliaths  

Cullen was in Coignafearn on 14th -15th, then by 4pm on 15th had flown west to 
Glen Brein, south of Knockie, then moved back east to Garrogie estate, and at 10am 
on 17th was near Loch Killin. 

 

 

26 February 2011: No change  

Cullen has remained in the upper Findhorn catchment, with all recent locations on 
Coignafearn Estate in area of 11 square km. 

 



 

03 March 2011: Still in upper Findhorn  

Cullen remained in the same area – range 42 square km 26 February to 1st March. 

 

 

09 March 2011: Little more ranging  

Cullen remained in the Findhorn river watershed, mainly on Coignafearn. On 6th 
March, I watched for 15 minutes flying above a hillside into a fresh wind. She was 
carrying a small stick which she dropped at least 6 times, spiralling down after it and 
trying to catch it in mid air. She landed on the grassy hillside, picked it up, soared 
into the wind and dropped it again. She was in great shape, with very white wing 
patches and base of tail. It was exciting to think that this was the youngster we had 
tagged last summer. 

On 8th March, she roosted in a gully between Coignafearn and Dalmigavie, and 
today she flew a good distance north towards Tomatin, and at 8am was well 
downstream of the Farr Road in the hills to the north on Kyllachy. She then flew back 
and spent from at least 10am to 2pm in the edge of the conifer plantations west of 
the Farr Road, probably sheltering from the heavy snow showers – it was back to 
winter today. At 4pm she was back on Dalmigavie. 



 

 

 

 
20 March 2011: In both Findhorn and Dulnan watershe ds  

Moving about a lot in last 4 days in area of 110 square km. 

 

20 March 2011 

Cullen remained in the upper Findhorn, living mainly on Coignafearn Estate within a 
range of 20 square km. Again she visited an eagle nest which we built on 
Coignafearn to restore breeding golden eagles. 

 



 

26 March 2011: Off to central and Argyll  

Cullen was in the Monadhliaths 16th – 22nd March; roosted overnight 22nd/23rd on 
Coignafearn and then moved a little west at 10am. Then she set off on a big 
movement; by midday she was 24 km SW to east of Geal Charn and two hours later 
was between the south end of Loch Ericht and west end of Loch Rannoch. At 4pm 
she reached Stob Binnein, just SE of Crianlarich and the roosted a little further south. 
Day’s flight 105 km SW. She stayed in that area next day until later in the day moving 
north to Bridge of Orchy, and then went further NW and spent rest of day and 25th in 
the big glen west of Forest Lodge, Loch Tulla. 

 

 

31 March 2011: Returns home  

At midday on 25 March, she flew west from Loch Tulla to the hills north of Glasdrum 
in Argyllshire. She stayed there the next day and at midday on the 27th March she 
was already flying North East near Ben Fhionnlaidh – she passed south of Fort 
William and at 2 PM was flying NE at 56 kms/hr at 948 m, north of the Grey Corries. 
2 hours later she was flying close to the Laggan Road at Drumgask and settled for 
the night in the hills north of Crathie, west of Laggan Bridge. She stayed there until 
the morning of 29 March when she flew on back to Coignafearn in the headquarters 
of the River Findhorn.  This is a very good example of a young eagle going of 
exploring and then returning to well known haunts. 



 

 

 

03 April 2011: Back at Coignafearn  

Cullen has settled again at Coignafearn to 2nd April. 

 

10 April 2011  

Cullen has been in the River Findhorn and the hills to the north as far as the hills 
west of the Farr road. Living in a range of 77 square kilometers. 

 

 



 

14 April 2011: Back in Coignafearn  

Cullen moved back to Dalmigavie and then today was in a favourite little glen on 
Coignafearn estate before flying up on to the moorlands. In the last few days has 
been in an area of 59 km². 

 

 

18 April 2011: At Dunmaglass  

Cullen has been living in the northern part of the Monadhliaths in the last 4 days, 
starting in Coignafearn and Dalmigavie, and then moving in last two days onto 
Dunmaglass.  Recent range 48 square kilometres. 

 



 

23 April 2011: Mainly on Dunmaglass Estate  

Cullen has spent most of her time on Dunmaglass estate, where there has been a 
recent decision to allow the building of a massive windfarm. This is a very important 
area for Golden Eagles and there is no doubt that a mistake has been made in this 
case. On the 20th-21st April she moved to the North West and was on the hills to the 
south of Croachy. 

 

 

25 April 2011: South to the River Dulnan  

Cullen spend the 21st – 24th on Dunmaglass and Aberarder estates in the northern 
Monadhliaths and then on the 24th flew south over the River Findhorn to the Dulnan 
river catchment on Alvie estate. 



 

09 May 2011: Over to Deeside and Angus glens  

Cullen departed from Coignafearn on 27 April and at 4 PM was flying NE at 85 km/hr 
at 1517 metres over Dava Moor and 5 PM was over a low ground area of Teindland 
Forest, north of Rothes. She reached the Cabrach and remained near The Buck until 
1st May when she set off south-east. At 1 PM she was just north of Aboyne then an 
hour later was around Mount Battock between Glen Dye and Milden Estates. She 
slowly moved south west along the boundary between Glentanar and Glenesk, and 
from the evening of 4th until 8th May, she ranged between Loch Muick, Mount Keen 
and the Coyles of Muick. 

 

 

13 May 2011: Remains in same area  

Cullen has been living in a range of 136 square km between Loch Muick, Balmoral 
and Glen Esk, with a move to the area south of Mount Keen on 12th May. 



 

 

 

16 May 2011: Near Mount Keen  

Cullen ranged along the boundary between Angus and Aberdeenshire, mainly on 
hills south of Mount Keen. 

 

 

25 May 2011: Moved to the Ladder Hills  

Cullen departed from the Angus/Aberdeenshire border on the 22nd May – she was at 
the Coyles of Muick at 8 AM to 10 AM and then flew across the River Dee and was 



 

north of Crathie at 11 AM and west of Brown Cow Hill at midday. An hour later she 
was flying north-west over the Lecht road and at 2 PM was in Glenfiddich. She then 
flew slowly south to the Ladder Hills where she roosted overnight south of Carn Mor. 
On 23 May she moved to the north-east side of Glenlivet Estate and stayed there 
through 24th May. She has again arrived in same location as her brother. 

 

 

28 May 2011: Glenfiddich  

Cullen has remained in Glenfiddich in last four days ranging north of Corriehabbie Hill 
and well down west side of glen.  The east side of this range is the site of a proposed 
windfarm, which has been opposed on golden eagle conservation grounds. 

 



 

05 June 2011: Glenfiddich Hills   

Cullen remained in the Glenfiddich Hills, centred around Corriehabbie Hill – which is 
the location of a proposed wind farm. Cullen’s use of the land, by a young eagle from 
the Cairngorms National Park, demonstrates again why we are opposed to this 
particular windfarm. On 30 May she flew as far as The Buck and back; while on 4 
June she had flown south by 2 PM to cross over the watershed into Glenbuchat. 

 

 

14 June 2011: No change  

Continues to live in the Glenfiddich – Glenlivet hills. 

 



 

19 June 2011: No change  

Ranging in Cabrach, Glenfiddich and occasionally Glenlivet hills. 

 
 
25 June 2011: Still at Glenfiddich  

Cullen has remained in the Glenfiddich area, mainly centred around Corriehabbie 
Hill, but recently further down Glenfiddich into the lower ground. 

 

 
 
10 July 2011: No change  

Cullen remains living in an area of moorland from Glenfiddich south to the 
Aberdeenshire – she was briefly joined by her brother on 3rd – 4th July, but he did 
not stay. 



 

 

 

20 July 2011: Same area  

Cullen continues to range widely between Glenfiddich and the Ladder Hills. 

 

 

01 August 2011: Back to Glenfiddich  

After spending time on the Moray/Strathdon border, Cullen flew north on 30th and 
located in Glenfiddich, NW of Corriehabbie Hill. 



 

09 August 2011: Same general area   

On August 5th flew to the Cabrach, towards The Buck and the west of Glenbuchat 
march and on 7th south into Glenbuchat. 

 

21 August 2011: Flew to Angus  

Cullen left the Ladder Hills at 1pm on 17th August and headed south reaching the 
Coyles of Muick on Balmoral at 3pm, she then flew east and settled on Glentanar 
Estate on north side of Mount Keen. On the morning on 19th she flew further east to 
glen Dye and then turned south onto Milden Estate in Angus where she roosted 
overnight. By 2pm on 20th she had flown back west and was in Glen Muick. Fresh 
ranging behaviour after the summer moult. 

 

 

25 August 2011: To Cromdale Hills from Abernethy 

Cullen flew to Geal Charn on 21st August and ranged around the slopes on the 
RSPB Abernethy Reserve until 9am on 22nd when she flew north to the Cromdale 
hills NE of Creagan a’Chaise, where she remained until at least 25th. 



 

 

 

30 August 2011: Back to the Ladder Hills  

A bit worried as GPS data was not available on first check of data but manual sorting 
revealed she was on the Cromdale Hills and then down on the slopes above 
Cromdale on morning of 27th to 2pm and then flew east to be in the Ladder Hills at 
5pm and 6pm.  Battery was low probably due to appalling weather on 28th and lack 
of sun. 

 

 



 

01 September 2011  

This map shows all the locations recorded for the female eaglet Cullen in her first 
year of living independently of her parents. Compare with Strathy’s movements. 

 

 
 
03 September 2011: Back to Glenfiddich  

Cullen spent recent days on the Strathdon side of the Ladder Hills and then on 1st 
September headed north – crossing into Moray at 2pm and reached the SW corner 
of Glenfiddich Estate at 3pm. 

 



 

09 September 2011: No change   

Cullen was on the Glenfiddich Hills on 1st and 2nd and then flew to area around The 
Buck, being SE of The Buck on 5th to 7th, and back on Cabrach Estate to 9th. 

 

 
 
19 September 2011: Local movements  

Cullen was around The Buck area and then on 12th moved west and ranged widely 
in The Ladder Hills and Strathdon. On the 14th she flew back to The Buck and then 
on the morning of the 15th flew SSW to Morven and further south, and then turned 
back on the afternoon of the 17th to Mona Gowan. 

 



 

27 September 2011: No real change   

She roosted to the south of Loch Lee on 23rd/24th September and later in noon on 
24th flew towards Loch Muick and roosted over night on Invermark Estate. 

 

02 October 2011: Back to Ladder Hills  

Cullen visited with Glentanar at 3 PM on the 25th and then flew north to the Ladder 
Hills, being around Carn Mor overnight on the 25th. On 26th she moved to 
Glenfiddich and at 10 AM on the 27th September she was at Corriehabbie  Hill. By 
midday on the 27th she was east of The Buck, Cabrach, and stayed there until 3 PM. 
An hour later she was north of Glenbuchat Lodge and remained there until 8 AM on 
the 28th, when she moved further west and stayed between Carn Mor and the 
forests near the Lost Gallery in Strathdon. 

 

 

12 October 2011: In the high Cairngorms  

On 7th, Cullen flew SW to Beinn a’Chaorainn and that night roosted north of Ben 
Bhreac on Mar Estate. On 8th/9th roosted over night in a big Scots pine high in Glen 
Quoich. By 9am on 9th was on Ben a’Bhuird and then at 1pm was flying north from 
the north side of mountain. By 3pm was SW of Bridge of Brown and roosted that 
night in a conifer plantation in Inchrory. On night of 10th/11th October roosted in the 
Ailnack Gorge. On 11th flew south and at 3pm was on Carn Liath and then roosted 
overnight west of Cullardoch. 



 

 

 

16 October 2011: Gone to Perthshire  

On 11th and 12th October she was west of Cullardoch, and then at 1pm on 12th was 
over Balmoral before flying west and reaching the hills south of An Sgarscoch at 
3pm. She then flew on to Glen Tilt by 5pm and remained in that area either side of 
the main glen just before Forest Lodge. Still there at 11am on 15th. Her first move 
into Perthshire. 

 

 

 



 

23 October 2011: Moves to Gaick – east of Drumochte r Pass  

Cullen moved around the hills near Forest Lodge in North Perthshire until 17th when 
she flew NW to Gaick and has ranged in the hills there until the latest signal at 1pm 
today.  

 

 

15 November 2011: Settled back in Coignafearn – las t winter’s haunts  

Cullen was in the upper parts of the River Findhorn catchment on Coignafearn Estate 
on October 20th, and was still there on 12th November. Also partly ranged to 
Dalmigavie and Upper Dulnain River within an area of 40 square km. On 3rd 
November I was in the glen checking a camera trap (set for eagles) and saw Cullen 
playing on the wind with another young female eagle – beautiful gliding along the 
ridges into a light wind. 



 

 

 

28 November 2011: No change  

Cullen remained in the upper Findhorn visiting Coignafearn and Glenmazeran. At 
4pm on 26th November she flew to Kinveachy Forest near Carrbridge. 

 

05 December 2011: To Abernethy Forest then to Lecht   

Cullen flew to Abernethy Reserve on 25th and roosted that night in the Faesheallach 
burn ravines. Later that day moved to Dorback Estate and stayed there 3 days, with 
quick flight to moors north of Brown Cow Hill and back on 28th. Flew to Lecht on 30th 
November and on 2nd December roosting in the Ladder Hills. 



 

 

 

11 December 2011: South into Angus   

Cullen flew south from the Lost area of Strathdon on 5th December; at 4pm was 
north-west of Gairnshiel and roosted that evening to the SE of Loch Muick. On 6th at 
10am she was at the top of Glen Clova then flew NE to Invermark. Next morning she 
was SW of Loch Lee and then flew onto Invermark Estate, where she remained and 
the last signal of this batch on 9th December at 4pm she was just south of Mount 
Keen. 

 

 



 

15 December 2011: Flew back north to Strathdon  

Cullen flew back north on 11th and at 4pm was east of Brown Cow Hill; next day at 
10am she was in the Ladder Hills, then roosted in forests in Strathdon and on 13th 
she settled that evening in woods between Kildrummy and The Buck. 

 

 

19 December 2011: Moray and Aberdeenshire Hills  

Cullen was NW of Morven between the Don and the Dee at 10am on 14th and then 
flew west to Bellabeg area and then to Glenlivet and on 15th to Glenfiddich. On 16th 
flew N past Corriehabbie Hill and roosted overnight in lower Glenfiddich before 
drifting south to hills north of the Buck at 4am on 18th. 



 

27 December 2011: No change  

Remained in the Cabrach, Glenbuchat area and at Scors of Blackwater. 

 

 

Range in 2011 

We have analysed all the location data for Cullen and presented it as a map of her 
ranging behaviour in 2011. See below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


