
Roxy’s movements in 2010 

 

Roxy growing up 

This young eagle was ringed on 6th July 2010 and spent all his time very close to 
the nesting area. His range was only 0.73 square kilometres around the nest site, 
1.4 km north and 500 metres south of the eyrie. This is the smallest post-fledging 
area of any of the young eagles we are tracking. This continued until 14th 
October. 

 

15 October 2010: Roxy heads off 

He was still at the nesting site this morning but at 1pm he was on the southern 
slopes of Cairnsmore of Fleet and then moved further southwest to roost. This 
was his first flight away from his natal area. 

 

16 October 2010: Down to the Solway 

At 11am he was in Flat Valley and at 1pm was perched 2.45km northeast of 
Creetown. Two hours later he was on the coast 2km south of Wigton, perched in a 
band of trees one field in from the shore. This is where he spent the night. 
 

 
Flight to Wigton 
 

17 October 2010  

At 7am today he was still at the roost but by 3pm he had moved 2.3km further 
south along the coast and was perched in some trees above the salt marsh. Roxy 



then moved back a short distance from the coast and roosted in some field edge 
trees. 
 

 
17th October 2010 
 

18 October 2010: Still in the lowlands 

Roxy remained in the belt of trees beside the field, where he roosted at last night, 
until at least 11am. Maybe there were rabbits to catch. At 1pm he was flying SSW 
at 26km/h at 64m a short distance south where he crossed the road. He flew west 
of Garlieston and at 3pm was perched on the edge of a clump of trees in the fields 
inland from Rigg Bay. He then flew just over 1 km inland and at 5pm was in the 
tree beside a field, and later moved to roost in the band of trees nearby. During 
the day he had moved nearly 9 km. 
 

 



19 October 2010: Staying put 
 

He made local movements in the same area and roosted overnight again in the 
field side deciduous trees. 

 
 

 
20 October 2010  

 
At 1pm he was 5km to the south flying east at 42km/h at 177m altitude south of 
Cruggleton Church. He flew southwest over Whithorn and at 3pm was perched in 
a grassy slope with gorse bushes on the west side of the peninsula. At 5pm he 
was flying west on the coast north of Port Castle Bay and two hours later was 
perched on the hillside nearby. 
 

 

Movement to west side 20th October 
 
 
 
23rd October 2010: Living beside the sea 

 
Roxy spent all his time 21st to 23rd October living on the same gorse covered 
hillside sloping to the sea cliffs. Taking the two-hour GPS locations, he was within 
a range of 0.15 square km. Must be a good place for rabbits.  This young eaglet 
has really surprised by flying down to the coast and living on such low-lying land.  
 

 



 
Location 21st to 23rd October 

 
 

 
27 October 2010: Stays by the sea 

 
Roxy spent the four days 23rd to 27th October living in the same coastal slopes; 
several times he was in the sea cliffs and on one night roosted in the cliffs. The 
range was just 0.7 square km so it's probably an excellent place for rabbits. 
 

 
Locations 23rd to 27th October 
 
 
 
04 November 2010: No change 

 
Roxy has remained in the same area by the sea throughout the past 7 days.  



 
 

 
Locations 30th October - 4th November 
 
 
 
08 November 2010: No change 

 
Remained in the same area for another four days 
 

 
 
 

 

 



13 November 2010   

No change with Roxy using a home range of 0.82 square km; at midday on 12th 
he was flying east along the cliff top at 3km/h.  

 
 

19 November 2010  
 

Roxy still using the same small area (0.3 square km) on the Machars. On 10th 
November Chris Rollie visited the site - his email said  

 
I went down to the Machars last Wednesday and saw Roxy. He is operating 
between two rabbit warrens on Carleton Fell and Glasserton Hill; it was moving 
with rabbits and an odd pheasant. I located a roost and collected some quite small 
pellets, which contain rabbit fur and bones. There wasn’t much excreta, but then 
we have had torrential rain these past few weeks. Also disappointed not to find 
any whacking big pellets, but the terrain was extremely scrubby with bramble and 
gorse. My hands and arms are scratched to hell, but it was worth it to see the bird 
and where it’s operating.  

 
It came overhead at one point but wasn’t flying much as it was flat calm. Basically, 
all of the contact points you gave me were either at the roost or in the respective 
gorsey rabbit warrens. In between the two is permanent pasture and a recently 
reseeded field; looked like autumn sown cereal of some kind. It is a very quiet spot 
and was just glorious last week, with brilliant seascapes to Isle of Man, the Scares, 
Mull of Galloway and the mountains of Mourne. Oh, and Cumbria was visible too! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
25 November 2010: No change 

 
Still using the same small area 



28 November 2010  
 

2pm this afternoon Roxy was in the centre of his small range, and has remained in 
this coastal location on all dates.  

 
 
 

 
November 22nd to 28th 

 
 

 
15 December 2010: No change 

 
Roxy has stayed in his coastal location although ranging in a slightly larger area of 
1.2 square km. 

 

 
December 5th to 15th 
 
 



31 December 2010: No change 
 

Roxy continues to live at his coastal location, although in recent weeks he is 
ranging slightly further to the southeast, in a home range of 1.5 square km. 
 

 
December 17th to 30th 
 


