
Movements of Aeshna in 2010 
 
 

Summer 
 
 
 
02 August 2010: Chicks thriving in nest 
 
Keith saw all three chicks in the nest at 5.30pm – all with bulging full crops.  He 
also managed to draw the head pattern of the female so hopefully can track both 
birds between years now.  It was the same bird he started to draw in spring. 
 

 
Nesting female at this nest locality 2002.  Photo by Dave Pullan 
 
 
12 August 2010: Chicks had fledged 
 
Keith visited today and the chicks had fledged from the nest. 
 
 



22 August 2010: All 3 young flying 
 
Roy Dennis and Frank Law visited the nest site to check as no signals had been 
received from the transmitter. They saw all three young perched in nearby trees 
and flying over the wood, including seeing the satellite tagged bird and the 
transmitter looking perfectly fitted on the flying young. 
 
 
31 August 2010: First signals away from nest 
 
At 8.30pm the young hobby was 5 kms east of the nest over a moorland and bog 
system surrounded by natural woodland; and 15 minutes later she had moved 
nearly 2 kms and was about 4 kms from her nest area.  The transmitter is not 
sending in regular signals and the possibilities are lack of sunlight reaching the 
solar panel (the weather has been overcast) or a malfunction in the sequencing 
of signals. 
 
 
01 September 2010: Chicks still at nest location 
 
Keith heard birds calling further in to the wood today and then found at least two 
fledged young flying about calling.  One flew close to him and perched and 
started to eat a bird.  It was the satellite tagged chick.  The backpack looked 
clear and proud of the feathers.   
 
 
08 September 2010: No change 
 
Keith went to the site after work and there were still two juveniles present 
(including the satellite tagged bird).  The non-satellite tagged bird was eating a 
swallow.  He has been collecting feathers from below the favourite tree perches 
and identified at least 6 swallow, 1 swift, 1 meadow pipit, 1 blue tit and one or two 
as yet unidentified feathers.  A pair of jays flews lazily over the satellite tagged 
bird which was perched on top of a dead tree and there were no reactions from 
any of the hobbies! 
 

12 September 2010: Busy catching dragonflies 

Keith spent the afternoon and early evening with the hobbies.  All 3 juveniles 
were present and they spent much of the afternoon hunting dragonflies.  They 
caught the dragonflies with ease and performed some spectacular chases; it 
hasn’t taken them long to become fliers!  They spent most of the afternoon over 
the trees next to the dragonfly pond.  They also took dragonflies from perches.  
There were large numbers of dragonflies about (a few four-spotted chasers and 



lots of black darters).  All 3 birds were on the dead crowned tree by the dragonfly 
pond and all 3 took off from this tree at 4pm.  

A signal from the transmitter at 4.30pm showed the hobby 2.8 kms north of the 
nest site, but the signal quality was not of high accuracy.  

Keith got back to look at the tree at 5pm and the satellite tagged bird was sitting 
in a live tree near to the dead crowned tree.  So it could easily have flown the 
2km and back during this time, they seem to travel through the air with no effort.  
I watched the birds on and off from 1300 to 1800 hrs so can match up what I saw 
with any other reading. No other signal locations came in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Autumn Migration 

 

17 September 2010: Young hobbies have departed 

Keith saw one bird in the afternoon of 15th September, but the site was deserted 
on 16th and 17th September. The young have departed and it is frustrating that 
the transmitter is not sending in regular signals. 

 

26 September 2010: Hobby reaches Straits of Gibralt ar 

After a long absence of transmission, today two signals were received. A signal 
at 1240GMT (class 0) showed her to be just off the North Moroccan coast, some 
9 kms south of Tangier airport, while a signal at 1311GMT (class A) gave a 
position near Vejer de la Frontera in Andalusia in Spain, some 12 Kms NW of 
Cape Trafalgar. These classes of signals could relate to much the same area so 
the likelihood is that the hobby crossed from Spain to Africa today.  She is now 
about 2350 kms from her nest area. Unfortunately due to the lack of signals we 
do not know her route through the UK and across to mainland Europe. 

 

 

 

 



07 October 2010: Hobby now in Senegal 

Signals today came from three locations near Mbacke in Senegal, some 150 kms 
east of Dakar. She has crossed the Sahara Desert safely on his first autumn  
migration and is now 4920 kms from Strathspey. 

 

 

10 October 2010: Living locally in Senegal 

Today’s signal at 1402GMT came from an area some 50 kms east of her 
locations on 7th October. 

Locations in Senegal, east of Dakar 



13 October 2010: Accurate signals in Senegal 

Today there were two signals from a location 20 kms SE of the town of Dahra in 
the Louga region of Senegal. A very accurate Class 3 location at 0530GMT was 
probably a night roost in scrubby trees in semi-desert used for grazing stock; 
while at 0712GMT Aeshna was about 600 metres to the west. It’s great that the 
transmitter now seems to be working better in strong sunshine to charge the tiny 
battery. 

 

Locations today.  The dark blue dot is Class 3, the other Class 2 

 

16 October 2010: Still in Senegal 

Aeshna was at roost overnight some 6.3 kms NE of the town of Touba. 



 

 

21 October 2010: Aeshna flies north in Senegal 

By the 18th October the hobby had flown 145 kms NNW in Senegal to arrive in 
the open wooded landscape of the Foret d’Tilene in northern Senegal. She was 
still in the same general area south of Tilene on 21st October. This area is open 
dry woodland some miles south of the Djoud National Park, where Scottish 
ospreys are often found in winter. Does this move north suggest that the Scottish 
hobby might winter in Senegal rather fly much further south in Africa – we’ll wait 
and see.  

Movement NNW in Senegal between 16th and 18th October 



 

Locations in Foret d'Tilene - blue dot 18th October, green dots 21st October 

 

24 October 2010: Remains in north 

Aeshna remained in the Tilene area in the north of Senegal; two good locations 
were just south of Tilene. An earlier signal at 0853GMT was just north of the road 
and a signal later at 1129GMT was 20 km to the south so may suggest a 
movement again. 



27 October 2010: Further south 

The hobby had moved 60 kms south and last night roosted just north of Louga. 
Several hours later at 1024GMT she was 7 kms north in open country. 

 

 

29 October 2010: Back north towards St. Louis 

Aesha was further north again on 29th and was 15 kms east of St Louis – so she 
seems to be ranging regularly over quite a large area of northern Senegal. 

 

01 November 2010: South of St. Louis 

Aeshna was in the coast strip, 18 kms south of St Louis, at 1635 GMT today. 



 

 

07 November 2010: Moved south to Touba area 

Aeshna’s transmitter failed to send in new signals until 7th November, when a 
signal early in the morning was south of Touba; east of Dakar. 

 

 



10 November 2010: Arrives in Guinea – on her way so uth again? 

A location at 0207GMT overnight showed that Aeshna had flown 458 kms further 
south. She had left the Dakar region of Senegal, flown over The Gambia and 
Guinea Bissau and arrived on an island in the bend of a big river in the coastal 
swamps of western Guinea, 180 kms north of the capital Conakry.  The island 
includes an area of open scrub and a village, Kanof. 

 

Aeshna’s movement 7th – 10th November 

 

Location in Kanof and island in Guinea 



13 November 2010: In Sierra Leone 

Aeshna flew 395kms in three days from NW Guinea to the centre of Sierra 
Leone.  Really good GPS data this morning showed she was roosting in open 
country, mix of bush and cultivation. The first signal was 2053GMT last night and 
the latest for the same location (overnight roost) at 0202GMT today.  The area is 
near small villages in land between two branches of the Sierra Leone river, to the 
SW of the Mayossa Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

Migration from Guinea to Sierra Leone 

Overnight roost location in Sierra Leone 12th/13th November 



15 November 2010: Stayed in Sierra Leone 

This afternoon she was in the same area of Sierra Leone; and flew over 2kms 
south in an hour before 1641GMT. 

 

 

18 November 2010: Now in the Ivory Coast 

Aeshna has flown another 560 kms, this time to the ESE. She departed Sierra 
Leone, flew through Liberia and was today in the Ivory Coast. She is in modified 
rain forest to the NW of Lake Sassandra. 



21 November 2010: Flies on east 

Aeshna had flown another 316 kms east by evening of the 20th November; this 
morning she was over forested land 100 kms north of Abidjan in eastern Ivory 
Coast. 

 

 

26 November 2010: Same area 

Aeshna had moved 18.7km WSW since the previous contact.  Three good 
signals this evening. 

 

29 November 2010: Arrives in Ghana 

At 1310 today, Aeshna was in Ghana, 80 kms WNW of Kumasi. This is 250 kms 
ENE of her previous location the Ivory Coast. Between 1310GMT and 1445GMT 
she moved 14 kms NE. 



 

 

05 December 2010: Travelling east through Ghana 

Aeshna had moved 116kms NE of her previous location and was in the Afram 
Plains region of Ghana. She roosted to the west of the Kogyae Nature Reserve 
and by 0911GMT had moved another 5 kms east, and a later fix of lower quality 
suggested she was continuing to fly east.  

 

07 December 2010: Approaching Lake Volta 

Aeshna had moved 128 kms ESE and was approaching Lake Volta when she 
settled to roost for the night, with fixes coming in between 2005 and 2224GMT. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Winter 

 

10 December 2010: Same place 

Aeshna was 4 kms from her location on 7th so she has taken another break in 
her wandering – she is still near Lake Volta in Ghana. 

 

13 December 2010: Nearer Lake Volta 

She had moved closer to an arm of Lake Volta. 

 

 

22 December 2010: No change 

Aeshna continues to live in the area north of Lake Volta in Ghana. The map 
location is for two signals from last evening. 



 

 

02 January 2011: No change 

Aeshna has remained in the Lake Volta region, living in an area of about 20 
square kilometres north of the lake, near Takorowaten and either side of the 
highway, in a mix of farmed land and woodland strips. Locations came in on 23rd 
– 24th, 27th and 30th December. 

 

 

 



06 January 2011: No change 

Aeshna remained in same area – all nighttime roosts close together in in river 
valley north of Lake Volta. 

 

Locations 1st - 5th January 

 

10 January 2011: A little to the east 

Aeshna was roosting overnight at a location about 12 kms to the west of her 
recent haunts, still to the north of Lake Volta. 



16 January 2011: At Lake Volta 

Aeshna roosted south of the road on 10th; then on 12th/13th roosted overnight 
close to the main road between Odumesa and Fiasi. At 9am on 13th she had 
flown to the south side of the lake but was back at her 10th January location later 
in the day. On 15th January she roosted just north of Lake Volta. 

 

Locations 10th – 15th January 

 

18 January 2011: Same area 

Aeshna still on north side of Lake Volta – a little further east. In 2.5 hours before 
dark she flew 13 kms south to roost closer to the lake. 



 

 

22 January 2011: No change 

Aeshna still present north of Lake Volta in Ghana within a range of 16 square 
kms. 

 

Range 16th – 22nd January 

 



27 January 2011: Moved back NW to earlier haunts 

On 24th Aeshna had moved back 7 kms west to previous haunts and by 26th 
was 20 kms NW at previously used areas north of Lake Volta. 

 

Locations 21st, 24th and 27th January 

 

05 February 2011: No change 

Aeshna continues to live in an area north of Lake Volta, in the last week within an 
area of 7.5 square kilometres. 



 

Home range 27th January – 4th February 

 

08 February 2011: No change 

Aeshna still living in same area today. 

 

 



12 February 2011: No change 

Aeshna living in same area and in a range of less than 2 square kms. 

 

16 February 2011: No change 

Aeshna remains living in a small area of the same valley leading from Lake Volta. 

 

 

 

03 March 2011: No change 

Aeshna is same area in recent range of 4 square kms, 2 kms  between locations 
on 1st and 3rd March. 



 

Range 24th February – 2nd March 

 

09 March 2011: Little movement 

Aeshna moved 4 kms NW of her March 6th locations and today crossed to the 
north of the main road . At 0910GMT today she was close to the road from 
Takorowatwen and at 1735GMT was half a km to the north. 

 

13 March 2011: No change 

Aeshna has moved about 6 kms SE between 9th and 12th March. 

 

20 March 2011: No change 

Same area 15th & 17th March, within 4 kms distance. 

 

25 March 2011: No change 

Just a short movement 5 kms NE on 23rd. 



27 March 2011: No change 

Aeshna moved back to the centre of winter range on March 26th; between March 
17th and 26th the range was 17 square kms. 

 

31 March 2011: No change 

Aeshna was in the same area on 26th and 29th March. 

 

03 April 2011: No change 

In usual area on 3rd April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


