
Nimrod’s Movements in 2010 
 

Spring Migration 
 

21 March 2010: Off on migration 

Left for Scotland just after 1100GMT and reached the south bank of River 
Gambia by 1800GMT - a flight of 258 kilometres. Roosted nearby. 

 

22 March 2010 

Set off NNE after 0900GMT and by 1800GMT was just north of the Senegal 
River after a flight of 331 kms. Roosted just north of the highway in Mauritania. 

 

23 March 2010 

1055GMT this morning just crossed the River Senegal into Mauritania to the east 
of Red 8T's track. Flew 277 kms today and roosted in the Mauritanian desert. 

 
 

 



24 March 2010 

Set off again after 1000GMT and flew north at speeds of 77kms/hr and in late 
afternoon was flying at heights up to 1656 metres. By 1900GMT was roosting in 
desert 70kms east of Fderik mine after a day's migration of 421 kms. 

 
 

 

25 March 2010: Difficult day 

A difficult day with a meandering path suggesting problems with dust storms; 
better progress in afternoon but only 135 kms before roosting just south of West 
Sahara border. 



 

To east of Fderik Mine 

 

26 March 2010 

Set off after 1000GMT, an hour later flying N over Western Sahara. At 1700GMT 
he was flying N at 53km/hr at 1804 metres but slow movement, and two hours 
later was roosting in rocks north of the Zemmur outcrop. A distance of 250 
kilometres. 

 



27 March 2010 

Set off north before 1000GMT - at 1300GMT was flying at 61km/hr NE at 1233 
metres. At 1700GMT turned to the east and at 1830GMT stopped to roost in 
desert after a day's flight of 220 kms. 

 
 

 

28 March 2010 

He did not start flying until after 1100GMT and flew NE but a slow day against 
the wind. At 1300GMT was flying N at just 26km/hr and later roosted in Morocco 
south of the mountains, after a day's flight of 236 kms. 



 
 

 

29 March 2010 

Still at roost at 1000GMT and at 1400GMT south of Tarhjrjt heading for the Atlas 
Mountains in Morocco. 

 

01 April 2010 

Crossed from Morocco to Spain today and then roosted in evening between 
Moriles and Lucena. 

 

02 April 2010 

Flew to the north of Madrid today but Nimrod's transmitter is playing up and no 
locations received today. 

 

03 April 2010 

Flew from north of Madrid 153 kilometres to the north before dusk. 



 
 

 

04 April 2010 

Nimrod's transmitter is on a 4 day schedule so that's why data is delayed. Last 
night he was roosting in the mountains near Barbadillon de Herreros in northern 
Castilla y Leon, North Spain. Heading for western end of Pyrennees but got stuck 
in the Basque country. 

 

06 April 2010 

He was slow in getting going this morning but finally flew up the coast and 
crossed the estuary of the River Gironde to roost in a wood east of Vouillac-le-
Haut, after a day's journey of 234 kms. He is not hurrying to get home! 



 
 
 

07 April 2010 

In the morning he went to fish in the estuary south of Ile d'Oleron and then 
headed north and spent time south-west of Niort, where he was at 1700GMT, 
after a day's flight of 105 kms. 

 
 

 



10 April 2010: Channel crossing? 

Nimrod continues to migrate north but at a very leisurely pace. He left his roost 
near Beignon and at 1000GMT was flying NNW at 46km/hr near Rouillac, but he 
turned back from crossing the Channel. Presumably poor weather and NE winds. 
He travelled 116 kms to and along the coast and spent the afternoon and night in 
the upper estuary south of St Malo, near La Chapelle de Mordreuc. 

 
 

 

11 April 2010 

He still found the weather unsuitable and only moved north at midday when he 
was east of St Malo, and hour later he was crossing the sea between Cancale 
and the Cherbourg Peninsula, where he spent the rest of the day and night at a 
small estuary south of Le Passous. 



 
 
 

12 April 2010: At last reaches UK 

Nimrod was already flying N at 0600GMT and at 0800GMT was flying NW 
approaching the Channel. He probably departed near Cap de la Hague, 
Cherbourg soon after and an hour later was flying N at 24 km/hr north of 
Alderney. at 1000GMT he was mid Channel flying north at 29km/hr 2 metres 
abover the sea and at 1100GMT was 19 kms south of Portland Bill flying north at 
sea level at 34km/hr. The next GPS location in so far was at Blagdon Lake, near 
Bristol at 7pm, where he stopped to roost overnight. 

I was at his nest this morning early, and found that his old mate has a new 
partner (yellow/black HA) and they have the nest well built up. Once again 
Nimrod has an intruder when he finally reaches home - I wonder if he will win 
again or will HA drive him away. 



 

285km today 

 

At Blagdon Lake 

 

13 April 2010 

He left Blagdon in the early morning and was flying north at Usk at 9am, and then 
flew north through Wales. At 10am he was between Abergavenny and 
Crickhowell and at midday over Carreg Ddu Reservoir, when he was flying at 



67km/hr - the fastest of the day. At 3pm he was west of Bala Lake, at 5pm near 
Llanwrst Bridge and before 6pm he reached the inner estuary of the River 
Conway, opposite Caerhun. Ideal place for fishing and roosting. His day's 
migration was 229 kilometres.  

 
 

 

14 April 2010 

Nimrod is rather plodding home - just 33 miles today. He remained on the 
Conway most of the day and then headed east at 4pm. At 5pm and 6 pm he 
appeared to be hunting over fish ponds near Ysceifiog and then moved a short 
distance NW to spend the evening and night in a wooded valley with a wetland 
just east of Afonwen.  



 

 

Locations on inner Conway estuary on 14th April 

 

15 April 2010 

He continued north and at 4pm was soaring south of Chorley, then at 5pm was 
flying N at 31km/hr at nearly 3000 feet above Leyland. Passed west of Preston 
and an hour later was perched in big trees beside a small lake near Catforth. He 



roosted for the night in isolated trees in fields near Claughton after a day's 
journey of 57 miles. 

His rival HA is now well settled in at Nimrod's nest and his old mate might have 
laid eggs by the time he arrives, unless he really gets going.  

 
 

 

16 April 2010 

He fished at two reservoirs near Oakenclough from 7 to 9am, then flew east 
along the moors, and at midday headed north over Bowland Forest. An hour later 
he was flying north near Kirkby Lonsdal and at 2pm was tracking the M6 north 
near Tebay. He flew north at 52 km/hr just east of Penrith at 3pm and an hour 
later was flying N at 61km/hr SW of Haltwhistle and then roosted the night in 
Kielder forest to the NE of Kielderhead after a day's flight of 168 miles. 



 
 

 

17 April 2010 

He flew north and crossed the Scottish Border by 8am and was near Earlston at 
9am, he flew up on up through East Lothian and headed out over the sea at 
North Berwick. He arrived on the Fife shore at Elie at 11am when he was flying 
NNW at 43km/hr. At midday he was crossing the Tay estuary near the rail bridge 
and then headed for the Angus Glens, crossing Caenlochan he was south of 
Corgarff at 3pm flying NW at 42 km/hr at 1054 metres; by Glenliver he arrived at 
his nest about 4.30pm. He then went to Glenferness Fishery and was back at the 
nest at 8pm, where he roosted the night. He clearly ousted the intruder easily - 
so yellow/black HA has missed another breeding season. His day's flight was 
169 miles. 

Nimrod's safe return means that 5 adults set off on migration last autumn and all 
have returned. 



 

Final stage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer 
 
 

19 April 2010 

Nimrod has settled in and has been fishing at usual haunts along Culbin coast 
and on inland lochs. 

 

26 April 2010 

Nimrod back to his summer routine, mainly visiting inland lochs in recent days. 

 

30 April 2010: A new breeding season 

Nimrod's mate was incubating eggs on the nest when I checked today. Nimrod 
has been regularly at the nest site. He was fishing off Findhorn at 6am on 26th 
April and an hour later was at the Glenferness fishery, and then headed home. 

 

04 May 2010 

With recent cold north winds, drizzle and choppy water, Nimrod has been mainly 
fishing inland at hill lochs and Glenferness fishery. 

Now that the pair are settled and breeding - information on this page will be less 
regularly updated. 

 

12 May 2010 

Checked the nest this morning after last night's snow but female incubating OK, 
although wet and bedraggled. Nimrod has been fishing at Auldearn and 
Glenferness, and various quite small inland lochs.  

 

 

 



04 June 2010 

I checked the nest two days ago and the female was still incubating. The male 
has been hunting along the Culbin forest coast and inland to the Glenferness 
Fishery. 

 

Nimrod’s range in last week 

 

12 June 2010: Hatched 

Checked the nest today after being away for 6 days and at 1518BST found the 
female feeding her chicks, tearing off tiny bits of fish and reaching down into the 
nest cup. 

 

23 June 2010 

Nimrod has been fishing on the Culbin shore and also inland to Glenferness, but 
on 14th June, he was at Talisman's nest at 9am, midday and 1pm, presumably 
Talisman was away fishing.  



02 July 2010 

Nimrod is now busy fishing for his young; on 1st July I checked and could see his 
mate on the nest and at least one small head poking over the nest. His ranging 
area for fishing trips extended to 166 square kms over the last ten days. 

 

Range 23rd June-2nd July 

 

10 July 2010 

I could see one big chick and one small chick at the nest this afternoon, along 
with the female. Nimrod has been hunting Findhorn Bay in recent days as well as 
the Culbin Bars and inland to the trout fishery. He has also started to roost 
overnight at Culbin Forest well away from his nest site. 



 

Nimrod’s fishing trip in the last week 

 

26 July 2010 

Visited the nest site today and could see one large chick preening in the nest, so 
maybe the small chick has died - we have had some heavy rain storms in the last 
week. Nimrod has been fishing his regular haunts in July. 

 

02 August 2010 

Nimrod has one big chick, which is exercising its wings on the nest but not yet 
flown. Last Friday I was near his nest checking peregrines, and he was calling at 
me and a little later I saw him soaring over a small hill. He has been hunting his 
usual sites within a range of 131 square kilometres. 



 

Hunting range last week of July 

 

04 September 2010 

Nimrod still feeding juvenile, and regularly at Culbin Sands and Findhorn Bay. 

 

09 September 2010 

After being at his nest site until at least 10am, Nimrod flew to Culbin Bar where 
he was still perched at 3pm. In the afternoon one of the new Mk4 Nimrods flew 
around RAF Kinloss and Findhorn Bay before heading off back south - they are 
due to deploy to Kinloss.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Autumn Migration 
 

 

12 September 2010: Nimrod sets off for Africa 

Nimrod was at his nest site from 7am to midday, and then flew to Culbin Sands 
and perched at favourite fishing sites until 3pm. He then set off on a very late 
start in the day for migration and he also set off to the east. It was a fine sunny 
day with a strong westerly wind. At 4pm he was flying ENE at 58km/hr over 
Teindland Forest north of Rothes. An hour later, he was 35 miles further down 
the track, just north of Old Meldrum in Aberdeenshire. He was flying SSE to 
62km/hr and was at a high altitude of 1107 metres, so it looked as though he was 
going to head out over the North Sea and that is what he did. At 6pm, he was 18 
miles south-east of Aberdeen flying SSE at 57km/hr 1032 metres above the sea. 
At 7pm he was still on a SSE track and was 48 miles off the Angus coast. At 8pm 
he was 68 miles east of Fife Ness and still flying SSE at 48km/hr but was now 
down to 353 metres above the waves. The last signal for the batch at 9pm 
showed him to be 54 miles east of Lindisfarne in Northumberland, still flying SSE 
at 63km/hr at 414 metres. He was headed for a long flight down over the North 
Sea, after already covering 187 miles. 

 

Nimrod’s unusual flight out over the North Sea 

 

 



13 September 2010: Landfall Norfolk 

The first signal of the day at 7am showed Nimrod perched in a wood beside a 
lake at Matlask near Cromer. An hour later he was perched in trees at 
Itteringham. At 9am he was on the move and was flying south at 36km/hr over 
Taverham. At 10am he was flying south west near Banham, and by 11am he was 
settled in farmland between Ixworth and Langholm, just north-east of Bury St 
Edmunds. By 4-5pm here was sheltering nearby in a tree on the edge of a small 
wood.  

The track over the North Sea just joined last signal of yesterday to the first of the 
day, whereas his track was probably much further to the south-east in a loop 
before diverting to the north Norfolk coast. The weather today was raining, cloudy 
and windy which forced him to take shelter.  

 



 

Track in Norfolk and Suffolk 

 

14 September 2010 

He roosted in a wood near Langham and left some time after 8am. At 9am he 
was flying SE at 52km/hr near Drinkstone, NE of Stourmarket. At 10am he was 
perched in field edge trees on a farm near Cross Green. He then flew on over 
Hadley and East Bergholt and at 11am was flying east at 72km/hr over in the 
inner part of the Stour estuary. At midday and 1pm he was perched on the 
estuary just east of Mistley. He then flew a little further south in Essex and was 
perched in a wood near Beaumont, and then flew a short distance to roost in field 
trees for the night. Just 34 miles completed today in the blustery conditions. 



 
 
 

15 September 2010 

Nimrod set off again just after dawn and at 7am was 4 miles off Broadstairs, Kent 
flying SSE over the Channel at 57km/hr; an hour later he was between Dover 
and Calais slowly flying South West just 50 metres above the waves and then 
turned south to come ashore just east of Cap Gris Nez in France. He then flew 
down the coast, being off Boulogne at 0800GMT and an hour later was flying 
SSE at 50km/hr low over Merlimont and and the last signal on this batch was at 
1000GMT when he was crossing the Somme estuary. 120 miles flown by this 
time, so he should get well down the French coast during the day. 

He flew on SSW and crossed the River Seine to the west of Les Andelys and 
then on over Evreux. At 1600 GMT he was flying south at 43km/hr over at 
Damville, and was still flying strongly SW at 1800 GMT but before him another 
hour he had stopped roost on the south side of a forest at Les Grisonnieres, west 
of Thion Gardais. His day’s flight was 418 kms. 



 

Nimrod crosses to France by an easterly route 

 
 
 

16 September 2010 

He left the roost site well before 0800 GMT and an hour later he was just north of 
Le Mans, and at 1000GMT was to the south west of Le Mans. At 1300 hours he 
was over Angers and then crossed the river Loire, and at 1400 and 1500 hours 
he was perched in a forest north of Faye-d'Anjon, and then moved a few 



kilometres east to perch, and probably roost the night, in a clearing in the forest 
to the NW of Faye-d'Anjon. His flight was 171 kms. 

 

 

Roost 16th-17th September 

 

 

 



17 September 2010 

At 1200GMT Nimrod was flying over Ile de Re off la Rochelle; he kept on South 
and an hour later was flying over Ile d'Oleron, before landing in a forest on the 
headland to the south, where he spent the rest of the day and roosted overnight. 
This was the area where Nimrod stopped-over in autumn 2008.  

 
 
 

18 September 2010 

All day stopping over on south end of Ile d'Oleron. Same on 19th September. 



 
 
 

21 September 2010: Still on stop-over 

No change with Nimrod living on the south end of Ile d'Oleron and fishing in the 
estuary, where fish will be abundant.  

 

Range 20th-21st Sept: 3.4 sq kms 

 



25 September 2010 

Nimrod at his stop-over site on Ile d'Oleron 

 

23rd-25th September 

 

04 October 2010: Still stopping over 

Nimrod has remained on Ile d'Oleron - map shows latest locations - must be 
feeding up well. I wonder if he will do another big flight to Southern Morocco 
nonstop when he is ready. 



 
 
 

07 October 2010: Restarts migration 

Nimrod restarted migration from Ile d'Oleron at 0700GMT today and flew SW 
across the Bay of Biscay. He reached the north coast of Spain by 1800GM 

He roosted in from the coast and on 8th started to migrate through northern 
Spain. 

 
 
 

 



09 October 2010: Heading slowly through Northern Sp ain 

Nimrod is taking his time migrating south. 

 

Locations 8th-10th Oct 

 

10 October 2010: Gets going again 

Nimrod had a much better day covering 507 kms. He left his roost on the River 
Celladilla near Poza de le Vega and by midday was West of Valladolid. At 13:00 
hours he was flying south at 75km/h at 1351 m altitude and at 16:00 hours was 
flying over through the Sierra Gredos at an altitude of 2183 metres. He then flew 
south and came to roost after 18:00 hours in the Sierra de la Mariarta, North 
West of Cordoba. 



 
 
 

11 October 2010: Out over the Atlantic Ocean to Afr ica 

Nimrod was already migrating SW just after 0600 GMT and flew to the east of 
Seville and then crossed the mouth of the River Guadalquivir and headed out 
over the Atlantic Ocean from Chipiona on the Spanish coast. At 11:00 hours he 
was flying SSW at 72km/h some 244 metres above the sea, 86 km west of 
Tangier. He turned to the SSE and came ashore south of Rabat in Morocco. He 
continued flying south through Morocco and was still flying SSW at 42km/h at the 
last transmission of the day at 2000GMT; by which time he had flown at least 697 
kms. 



 
 
 

12 October 2010 

Today's first signal at 0600 GMT showed that he had carried on last night for 
another 160 kms. He set off WSW before 0700 hours and at 0900 hours set off 
over the Atlantic Ocean again from Cap Rhir Lighthouse, flying SSW at 53km/h 
at 207 metres above sea. By midday he changed direction to SSE and came 
ashore 2 hours later north-west of Guelmin. He then flew south through Morocco 
and came to roost overnight in the desert by 19:00 hours. His flight from 
0600GMT was 488 kms. 



 
 
 

13 October 2010 

He roosted in the desert until after 0930GMT and then set off South and crossed 
into northern Mauritania by 16:00 hours. He came to roost in the desert after 
17:00 hours and a migration of 234 kms. 

 
 
 



14 October 2010 

Today he continued flying through the North Mauritanian deserts and by 15:00 
hours had flown 136 kms. This was the last transmission of this batch and he 
was still flying south at 43kms/h 1088 metres altitude. 

 
 
 

14 October 2010 

Today he continued flying through the North Mauritanian deserts and by 15:00 
hours had flown 136 kms. This was the last transmission of this batch and he 
was still flying south at 43kms/h 1088 metres altitude. 



 
 

 

16 October 2010: Reaches the Atlantic coast 

He flew 303 km today mainly SW or WSW to wards the Atlantic coast of 
Mauritania and by late afternoon he had reached the Banc d 'Arguin National 
Park.  

 
 
 



20 October 2010 

Nimrod has been making a leisurely flight down the West African coast and this 
evening travelled inland to roost just south of Touba, east of Dakar in Senegal.  

He was on the coast of Mauritania earlier in the week when news came through 
of the Government's Defence Review which resulted in the loss of the Nimrods at 
RAF Kinloss - this bird's namesake. A sad day for me with our past association 
with RAF Kinloss and the Nimrod's role in bringing back sea eagles and red kites 
to Scotland from Scandinavia. 

 
 

23 October 2010: Reached his same wintering site in  the Mangroves 

Nimrod roosted last night in marshes in Guinea Bissau, and had set of on the last 
leg of his great migration just after 0800GMT; an hour later he was flying south at 
57km/h low over the land, south of the River Tombali. At 1000 hrs he was nearly 
there and by 1015GMT he was back in his usual mangrove wintering site beside 
the river. He used the same perching places and at 1400GMT he was over the 
main river at a favourite fishing site. That's all our breeding ospreys safely 
through another migration. 

 

The last leg 

 



Winter 2010-2011 
 
 

31 October 2010: Back in same area 

Nimrod is back to his usual routine, although soon after arriving, he went on a fly-
about on 25th October, being 15 km S at 1200GMT and 9 Km east at 1500GMT - 
both places he was over 350 metres above the marshes. 

 

09 November 2010 

Nimrod in normal routine at his main site but on 4th November at midday he was 
flying high over marshes some 7 kms SE and on 8th November he was 12kms 
away close to the Guinea border at 1500GMT. 

 

21 November 2010: Visits Guinea 

Nimrod is wintering in usual site, but at midday on 18th November he was just in 
Guinea, flying E at 58km/h at 202 metres altitude towards Sansale - and then 
returned 15 kms home. 

 



Visits Guinea and back 

 

28 November 2010 

Mainly is usual small area of mangroves and river, but again flew to the Guinea 
border on 21st at 1400GMT and into Guinea 1400GMT on 26th. 

 

Nov 20th – 28th 

 

31 December 2010 

Nimrod lived throughout December in the same small area of mangrove swamp, 
with just one longer flight to the Guinea border at 1 PM on 26 December. 



 
 
 

10 January 2011: No change 

Nimrod in very small area (0.87 square kms) of favourite mangrove swamp on 
river edge during first ten days of January. 

 

Range Jan 1st – 10th 

 



20 January 2011 

Nimrod remained very close to his main roosts and feeding area. 

 

Range 17th-21st Jan 

 

28 January 2011 

No change. 

 

14 February 2011 

Nimrod living very close to his main roost in the mangroves in first half of 
February; will be busy feeding up for migration in a month's time - he left on 21st 
March last year. Recent home range 0.77 square kms. 



 

Feb 3rd – 14th 

 

02 March 2011: No change 

Nimrod was in the same wintering site from 17th February to 2nd March, 
although he flew 12kms into neighbouring Guinea on 21st February - a flight of 
25 kms each way from his normal haunts. 

 

13 March 2011: Still there 

Nimrod in the same area but more frequent trips (probably fishing) towards the 
Guinea border, so is winter range has been 26 square kms in the last ten days. 
Nimrod will be getting ready to migrate - he set off on 21st March 2010 and 27th 
March 2009. 



 

Range March 3rd-13th 

 

13 March 2011: Still there 

Nimrod in the same area but more frequent trips (probably fishing) towards the 
Guinea border, so is winter range has been 26 square kms in the last ten days. 
Nimrod will be getting ready to migrate - he set off on 21st March 2010 and 27th 
March 2009. 



 

Range March 3rd-13th 

 


