Rothiemurchus’ Movements in 2010
07 January 2010
He remains in the Djoudj bird reserve and is usually roosting in one main area,
and then setting off to fish in various lakes within a range of over 18 square
kilometres.
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1 -7 January

09 January 2010: Rothiemurchus photographed in Djoudj National Park
As reported in my blog of 8th February, Rothiemurchus was photographed in the
Djoudj National Park at 17:49 hours today by Jean-Claude Lehoucq from
Belgium. He took the pictures of Rothiemurchus along the "Gainth" trail in the
south of the Park, where he said the ospreys were numerous and are often on
the ground or in small trees, eating cat fishes. Many thanks to Jean-Claude for
permission to use his photos below. He also included a photograph of a German
ringed osprey, which has been sent on to Daniel Schmidt.
I checked the GPS readings for 9th January, and Rothiemurchus was on his
usual schedule and flying a kilometre or so to fish and then back in the evening

to his roosting area, close to where Jean Claude photographed him - the
locations fit very well.
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Locations on 9 Jan – roost area on left

German-ringed osprey

15 January 2010: On the move again
After being in the Djoudj bird reserve since 29th October, Rothiemurchus set off
south after midday through Senegal. At 1300GMT he was 9 kms south flying at
11km/h at 97 metres over the southern river channel. An hour later he was flying
SSW at 73km/h at 852 metres just north of Saint Louis. At 1500GMT he had
travelled over 70 kms south, and was flying at 30km/h at 752 metres. An hour
later he was near Kebemer and carried on flying south. At 1500GMT he was still
flying south at 64km/h at 694 metres altitude. A little further on he landed in
grazing lands with sparse trees and small villages between Tivaoune and Pire
Goureye. The afternoon's flight was 172 kilometres. I wonder why he left Djoudj,
may be is just exploring in his first winter in Africa, further south is Sine Saloum another great wintering wetland for ospreys.

16 January 2010
At 8am and 9am, he was perched 1.5 kilometres to the south, but an hour later
was flying at 47km/h south just north of Thies, before turning to the south-west.
At 1100GMT Rothiemurchus was flying at 62km/h WSW towards Dakar, and an
hour later was perched on a rocky island, Ile de la Madeleine, 2 kms off Dakar.
The next signal was at 1900GMT when he was much further down the coast and
have moved inland to roost. The day's journey was 175 kms.

17 January 2010
Like yesterday, he was perched 2 kms to the south of the roost site at 0800 and
0900GMT. At 10am he was flying at 36km/h over the sea SSE off Sine Saloum
National Park. At 11am he was perched and an hour later was flying strongly to
the south. At 1300GMT he was perched at the mouth of the Saloum River, and
then moved up to perch on the edge of the mangroves. At 1500GMT, he was
flying at 54km/h SSW at 941 metres altitude over the South of the National Park,
and then crossed into the Gambia, at Paradise beach west of Banjul. He then

headed south west to perch south of Sanyang beach, where he roosted
overnight 1 km inland after a day's flight of 127 kms.

18 January 2010
Rothiemurchus again perched with 2 hours south of the nighttime roost, and then
by 1000GMT was flying south over Sankule Beach and the mid-day perched in
different places inland and to the north of Kartong. At 13:00 hours he crossed
into South Senegal and was flying at 33km/h SSE. At 1700GMT he was in the
Kalissaye bird reserve on the edge of a creek and this is weirdly roosted for the
night. His day's journey was 68 kilometres.

Rothiemurchus’ 536km flight from Djoudj to Casamanche

19 January 2010
Rothiemurchus was perched 4 kms south of his overnight roost site at 1000GMT,
and crossed the Casamanche estuary between 1000Gmt and midday, when he
was flying south at 52kms/h. He was 40 km west of our osprey male Red 8T. At
1300 he was in marshes near Cape Skiring (a popular seaside resort with airport
and golf course) and an hour later was perched at the very south-west corner of
Senegal. He then headed south into Guinea Bissau, and at 1500GMT was flying
SSE at 30km/h and at an altitude of 489 metres over coastal marshes south of

Varela. He roosted in mangrove swamps on the north bank of the River Cacheu
esturay, after flying 82 kilometres.

20 January 2010: Continued South to Guinea Bissau and then turned back
North
Until 9am he was on the shore of the estuary, then at 1000GMT he was flying
SSE at 36 metres over the river. He continued south through the coastal regions
and then at 1400GMT out across Ilha de Jeta to the SW corner, but instead of
heading out to the Bijagos Archipelago, he turned north - flying at 58kms/h at 526
metres above the coast. By an hour later he settled to roost overnight on the
south bank of the Cacheu estuary. A day's flight of 82 kilometres.

21 January 2010
After early morning beside the estuary, he then set off north-east along the south
shore. At 1200GMT he crossed the river opposite Cacheu and the next signal at
1600GMT he was flying NNW at 39km/h at 485 metres well north in Senegal. By
1700 he was roosting by a small river south of the Gambian border. A flight of
103 kilometres.

The tour to Guinea Bissau and back

22 January 2010
Only a few signals in so far, and it showed that he crossed The Gambia and flew
north into Senegal and reached Sine Saloum by 1700GMT, just north of
Tabakonta. Maybe he will settle there, as it is an excellent wintering site for
ospreys, or will he go back to Djoudj? His 4 day trip was 351 kilometres, and the
overall tour shows well the behaviour of a young osprey looking for the best
wintering sites. At some stage, assuming he survives to breed, the choice will
involve his chosen wintering site which could be used throughout his adult life.

04 February 2010
He has settled in an area to the north of the Sine Saloum, either side of the
public highway.

08 February 2010
Off wandering again, on the 4th he flew south and over the next 4 days ranged
south, nearly to the Gambian border, in the marshes and rivers of Sine Saloum.
The furthest distance for use of a roost at the beginning of the month was 85
kms. On the 8th he flew back north. Some very good exploring for a young
osprey.
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Ranging 4 -8 Feb: 700 sq kms

12 February 2010
He's back in his previous area to the north of Sine Saloum and since the 8th has
settled down again.
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February 8 -12

20 February 2010
Rothiemurchus flew 40 kms south into the Sine Saloum on 15th and back again
on 16th to the area to the north, where he seems settled.

26 February 2010
Rothiemurchus was at the north area until 20 February, when he flew south into
the main Sine Saloum, where he spent the rest of the time wandering in the
wetlands. His range 20th -25th February was 575 square kilometres, with a north
south distance of 75 kilometres.

01 March 2010
He moved back up to the northern locality on 27th February and settled down
again.

26 March 2010
Moving around the Sine Saloum region and in last four days has ranged in 1300
square kms.

04 April 2010
Rothiemurchus has moved to a wetland in Senegal on the north bank of the
River Gambia. He has been in an area of less than a square kilometres in the
last 4 days, a big change from his wanderings in previous months. The big
change for him is that all the adult ospreys have gone and fishing is easy - no
one to chivvy him from the best places for fish.
Several people have emailed about Rothiemuchus' migration. He should not
come home to Scotland this summer - he may stay in West Africa, he may take a
trip north to the Med or Europe, or he may surprise us! We know very little about
the first spring and summer of these young ospreys and as long as he survives
he will give us valuable information on their behaviour and movements. I'll keep
updating whenever things happen or at regular intervals saying he's still there.
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1 -4 April

Close-up of the marshes and his main roost bottom right

13 April 2010
Very settled in the same wetland.
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8 -11 April

04 May 2010: Summer 2010
Rothiemurchus remains in the mangrove swamps north of the Gambia River in
Senegal, and is very settled in a rich fishing area of about one square kilometre.

Extent of Rothiemurchus’ range in May

10 May 2010
On afternoon of 9th May, he moved about 14 kilometres south down the creek
into Gambia, and much closer to the main river.

15 May 2010
Still in the location north of the Gambia River in The Gambia.

Locations in last week, with latest in south

31 May 2010
Still living in the same area of swamp and open water, with only short flights to
hunt.

04 June 2010
Summering in the same area of Senegal, just north of The Gambia. Does not
look as though he is going to move north.

th

May 26 -June 2

nd

11 June 2010
No change - still in same area.

15 June 2010
Still living in same area.

Location in last week in red dots

23 June 2010
Still living in same area, briefly went into The Gambia at 1400 GMT on 14th June.

Locations in last 10 days

10 July 2010
He remains in his favoured summering locations, sometimes moving between the
two arms of the creek and marshes. Locations within an area of 62 sq kms. It is
interesting that he has remained in Senegal all summer and shown no movement
to the north. It will not be long for the first of the older ospreys to return to West
Africa and create some competition for the immatures.

26 July 2010
He has remained in the same area of Senegal and should be well on with his first
moult. In a months time the first returning ospreys will be arriving back in West
Africa and he will again have competition at fishing sites from adults. I wonder if
this location will be his wintering site and may be even his future regular
wintering site. We are not sure when this choice is made in a young osprey's life.

02 August 2010
No change - he continues to summer in a really good area of osprey habitat.

08 August 2010
Rothie made a round trip north to the northern parts of Sine Saloum on 2nd & 3rd
August. He left his usual haunts after 1300hrs GMT on 2nd and flew 113
kilometres north to a northern arm of Sine Saloum, roosting in dry scrubland near
Gandiaye. Next morning he returned the marshes and then slowly headed back
south on a westerly route back to his starting point. He covered 74 kilometres on
the 3rd August. Now settled back in usual haunt.

23 August 2010
He has been very settled in the creeks in Senegal to the north of the Gambia
River. The map shows his locations in the last 5 days. I wonder what he will do
when the adult ospreys return from their European breeding grounds. Will they
push him out of the best feeding areas or has he established his future wintering
site?

30 August 2010
Rothie still in same area except during afternoon of 25th August, when he made
a trip down to the Gambia border and back.

09 September 2010
Still in same area.

13 September 2010
No change
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7 -13 September

21 September 2010
No change

st

19-21 September

10 October 2010
Rothiemurchus has remained at the western part of the wetland for the first ten
days of October, with just one trip to the east bank at 1600GMT on 1st October.

09 November 2010
Rothiemurchus is really settled in a small area which must be excellent for fish he's living in a home range of just 0.6 square kilometres.

21 November 2010: No change
Still in same area - range 0.75 sq kms between 9 and 21 Nov.

28 November 2010
Rothiemurchus stays in same locality in winter range of 1.1 sq kms; the night
roosts were all on a small sandy islet shown on map.

Night roost islet

31 December 2010: No change
No change in Rothiemurchus' behaviour and he is living in a small area of 1.5
square kilometres of the same backwater of the River Gambia.
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17 -31 December

10 January 2011: No change
Rothiemurchus continues to live in the same area of an arm of the Gambia River
running into Senegal (some 7.5 kms north of the Gambia/Senegal border). He
continues to live in a small range of 0.6 square kms.
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Range 1 – 10 January

Locations in relation to Banjul

21 January 2011
Exactly same area used for fishing and resting

28 January 2011: No change

17 February 2011: Very settled
He is very settled in this backwater and this month has been living in an area of
1.2 square kms.
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Feb 3 – 16

02 March 2011: No change
Rothie remained in the same area of 1.5 square kms, except for a 7 kms flight to
and from Koutango midday on February 20th.
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March 3 – 13 location

20 March 2011: Still there
Rothiemurchus continues to live in same area (1.4 square kms in last 10 days)

26 March 2011: Still at wintering site
Rothiemurchus was still at the wintering at 1700GMT - it's going to be interesting
to see if and when he will set off north for his first return to Europe. His range in
last ten days has been 2 square kms in the favoured location.

03 April 2011: Still there
Still in same area although moving about a bit more in a range of 8.9 kms and
today was 8 kms north and back. Maybe he is getting ready to go.

10 April 2011: Still waiting
Rothiemurchus has remained at the usual wintering site for the last 10 days, but
on 4 April he flew south for 21 km to the north bank of the River Gambia, where
he stayed from 1200 to 1500 GMT. Maybe he's starting to think about setting off
for Europe.
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April 1 – 10

19 April 2011: Still there
Rothiemurchus is still in the same area but has been moving about a little more,
covering a range of 13 km² in the last 10 days. He was still present in the usual
place at 1400 GMT today.

29 April 2011: Still there
Rothiemurchus still in his usual haunts early this morning.

