
 

Movements of Tom in 2010 
 
 
 
05 January 2010 
 
Tom was in the south end of Glenfeshie estate on New Year's Day, and this morning 
was about half a mile from the Lodge in Glenfeshie. Very heavy snow cover 
throughout the Cairngorms - he's probably searching out and feeding on deer 
grallochs left by hunters.  
 
 
 
10 January 2010 
 
The Cairngorms are covered in snow but also the sun has been shining from dawn to 
dusk, so Tom's radio back working, and gave good GPS signals for 8th to 10th Jan. 
He started at the south end of Glenfeshie and then moved a little east into 
Aberdeenshire, in the valley of the Geldie Burn. 
 

 
Tom’s movements 8th to 10th January 
 
 
 
12 January 2010 
 
Tom was a little further east - at 1pm he was on Cairn Geldie and then flew south to 
be on the slopes of the Bynack Burn an hour later. 
 
 



 

18 January 2010 
 
Bright sun yesterday and today charged the battery and we got good signals. 
Yesterday afternoon Tom was in the Perthshire hills north of Blair Atholl and roosted 
overnight 2.6 miles north of the House of Bruar. This morning he moved back north 
passing over Beinn Dearg, and at 11am was at the county boundary, when he turned 
east and in the afternoon was perched to the north of An Sgarsgoch.  
 

 
Tom’s movements 17th to 18th January 
 
 
 
26 January 2010 
 
Transmitter not charging in poor weather; so just one non GPS location today -back 
in usual area - on county march just over 2km east of Loch Duin. 
 
 
 
28 January 2010 
 
Tom again crossing back and forth over the Perthshire & Highland boundaries; today 
three GPS positions after midday as he flew back north. The days are starting to 
lengthen.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
03 February 2010: At last the sun is rising in the sky 
 
Tom's transmitter is starting to function better again now that the sun is rising on the 
horizon to charge the battery. A nice series of hourly signals from 4am to dusk with 
some breaks between 28th January and 3rd February, showed that he had used an 
area of 300 square kilometres of mountains in north Perthshire, south Badenoch and 
west Deeside. On the 30th Jan he roosted overnight two miles north of 
Dalnacardoch, next night he was in Glen Geldie, Deeside. The next night he dropped 
lower to roost overnight in a pine plantation (probably during snow blizzards) and 
then returned to the hillside roost used the previous night. 

 
 
 

07 February 2010: Ranging further 

Tonight at 9pm he was roosting on Dun Beag in the top end of Glen Tilt (Perthshire) - 
previously most of his time was in Glen Geldie, but on the 5th he was down in Doire 
Bhraghad in the mouth of Glen Lui on Mar Estate at 8am, and at 9am and 10am was on the 
west side of the track further north-west at entrance to Glen Lui, and then flew back to Glen 
Geldie. His range in this past week has been at least 84 square kilometres. 



 

 

 

10 February 2010: Off to Glen Isla 

Tom was in the mountains NE of Loch Loch in North Perthshire at 2pm on 8th February, and 
an hour later was nearer Beinn Iutharn Mhor. By 11am on 9th February he had moved 20 
kilometres SE to Glen Isla in Angus, and was on the hills opposite Forter Castle. This is the 
first time he has moved down in to relatively lower altitudes. 

 

 

11 February 2010: Hope he’ll be ok 



 

Excellent series of GPS locations in this evening but once plotted they were very worrying. 
Tom has flown north and this afternoon was just over 3 miles from where Alma was found 
poisoned in July on Milden Estate in Glenesk, Angus. 

After being in Glen Isla on 10th February, Tom was located in Glen Mark, North Angus at 
10am on 10th Feb. An hour later he was perched over the Aberdeenshire border looking down 
into Glen Muick, then he returned to Glen Mark and spent the rest of the day there, roosting at 
night near Balnamoon's Cave. On 11th Feb (today) he was at the roost site until 7am, then 
soon after left for the east being near Corrie Duff at 8am, and he then moved around the hills 
to Craig Brawlin above Glen Tennett and Tarfside. The last location of this batch put him in 
the hills just over three miles from where Alma was found poisoned last July. We'll be very 
interested if anyone sees him in that area and hope that he remains safe. 

 

Tom's location 10 - 11th Feb, with Alma's last position 

 



 

Tom's recent locations to 11th Feb 

 

12 February 2010: Went back to winter home 

Several people got in touch about Tom today, and I informed Alan Stewart at Tayside police 
Wildlife Unit and he passed information to local police officers and other contacts in Angus. 

Roosted last night on south slopes Hill of Corn, then from 8am slowly moved to 
Aberdeenshire along Glen Mark. Perched on other side looking towards Loch Muick and at 
3pm perched on NW slopes of Lochnagar. Then flew back over the Dee and at 4 pm was on 
mountains north of Glen Geldie, and then moved down to one of its favourite night roosts. 

 

13 February 2010 

This morning was in the upper Geldie and then slowly over the watershed, and at midday was 
perched on NW side of the high mountain An Sgarsoch and then rest of afternoon in the upper 
parts of Glen Feshie, where it joins the River Eidart.  

 

20 February 2010 

Tom has remained in same general area, but with bright days after more snow he has been 
moving about - he did at least 18 mile fly around to 4pm on 19th February. 

 

26 February 2010 

Tom has spent the whole time in North Perthshire and south Badenoch. Some days have been 
beautiful clear sunny days with severe frosts at night and the whole of his range is carpeted in 
snow. We drove through Drumochter on 22nd February when it was at its best. Since then we 
have had three days of snow blizzards so life has been hard in the mountains.  



 

 

East Drumochter mountains 22nd February 

 

February 19th-25th 

 

03rd March 2010 
 



 

Tom still in the same area but moving about more in the last week covering an area 
of 85 square kilometres. 
 
 
12th March 2010 
 
Tom has been moving about more in last few days as spring starts to get under way 
and adult pairs of golden eagles will be busy displaying and deciding their choice of 
breeding eyries for the coming breeding season. Tom was ranging within an area 78 
square kilometres of North Perthshire and Badenoch. On the 12th he spent the whole 
day in the northern half of Glenfeshie estate.  
 

 
Tom's range 9th - 12th March 
 
 

Day’s movements 12th March in Glenfeshie 
 
 



 

21st March 2010; Still in same area 
 
Last four days ranging in usual areas of North Perthshire and Badenoch. 
 

 
 
 
26th March 2010 
 
In same area, but mainly in North Perthshire section. 
 
 
29th March 2010 
 
Tom remained mainly in North Perthshire during last four days but has been moving 
about much more with flying recorded on many hourly plots. Almost certainly showing 
his interest in the spring like weather and interacting with breeding adults. On 27th 
March he travelled at least 27km although a number of afternoon locations are still to 
be received. 
 



 

 
Range 24th to 28th March 
 
 

 
Dawn to dusk locations on 27th March 
 
 
 
07 April 2010 
 
Still living in exactly the same range. 
 
 
 
13 April 2010 
 
Tom still in same area but on 9th April flew over much of the ground, starting and 
finishing in Gaick. 47 miles in the day.  



 

 

 
April 9th 
 
 
 
15 April 2010 
 
Still spending most of his time just south of the Perthshire although late on 8th he 
flew to roost SW of Gaick Lodge, and next day visited Marconaidh before returning 
south.  
 
 
 
19 April 2010 
 
Tom remains in the north Perthshire/Badenoch area. On the 13th he spent a few 
hours to the east of Drumochter Pass, and on 17th was in the plantations on 
Glenfeshie Estate.  
 
 
 
04 May 2010 
 
Tom remains in north Perthshire, south of Gaick, with one excursion on 1st May to 
An Sgarsoch area. 
 



 

 
Tom’s range in recent days 
 
 
 
09 May 2010 
 
Still in the south Gaick and north Perthshire area. On 6th May, when he was flying 
south between 8pm and 9pm, with the help of a northerly wind he was recorded 
flying at 108 kms/hr. 
 
 

24 May 2010 

Tom remains in same area, although on 18th -21st he was a bit to the NE in the 
upper reaches of the River Feshie. 

 

31 May 2010 

Tom remains in the same area of Gaick and north Perthshire - unlike Alma, he has 
not made major journeys around the Highlands but as settled in this general area. 

 

 
 
 



 

 
Tom’s range in the last week of May 2010 
 
 

04 June 2010 

Tom has been in the Perthshire part of his recent range these past few days. 

 

11 June 2010 

Tom settled in the North Perthshire glens south of Gaick/Glenfeshie. 

 
Tom’s range over the last 7 days 
 



 

23 June 2010 
 
Tom travelled a little more on 22nd June, when he flew down Glenfeshie at 1pm after 
spending a few days near An Sgarsoch, then he settled down in mountains east of 
Gaick. 
 
 
 
28 June 2010 
 
He has remained in same area - an empty space between breeding home-ranges. 
He should be starting his summer moult soon, which suggests he is not going to 
move much this summer. 
 
 
 
10 July 2010 
 
Tom has ranged a bit more widely in the Glenfeshie, Gaick and north Perthshire 
area, and on one date he returned to roost in one of the Glenfeshie plantations, 
where he has night-roosted previously. 
 

 
Night roost on the 7th/8th July 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Locations 7th to 9th July 
 
 
 
28 July 2010 
 
Tom has remained at the southern end of Glenfeshie Estate with occasional forays 
into Perthshire in the last ten days, and was at the eastern end of his range 
yesterday. 
 

 
Range locations to July 27th 
 
 



 

02 August 2010 
 
Tom moved east on 28th July and spent two days on the slopes of Beinn Bhrotain, 
before crossing the river to the mountain called An Sgarsoch, before moving back 
west to the southern march of Glenfeshie. 
 

 
Last week of July and 1st August 
 
 
 
08 August 2010 
 
Settled back in the southern part of Glenfeshie Estate. 
 
 
 
23 August 2010 
 
Tom has spent much of the week moving between north Perthshire and Glenfeshie 
Estate, and last night was back in Perthshire. His home range has been very settled 
throughout the summer. 
 
 
 
30 August 2010 
 
Moving around quite a lot in the last ten days - he will now be out of moult - and 
spending time on both sides of the county boundary. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
02 October 2010 
 
Tom remained throughout the month is the same general area. In the first half of the 
month he was mainly in north Perthshire north to the eastern Drumochter slopes, and 
then moved over the count boundary and in the last week was mainly on the 
southern end of Glenfeshie estate. For example 29th September to 1st October he 
remained in a small area on the banks of the upper River Feshie, mainly within 2 sq 
km, with a maximum east west range of 7 km. 
 

Range 29th September to 1st October  



 

 
Tom 19th to 21st October 
 
 

10 October 2010: Off for a wander and back 

Tom has been in the south part of Glenfeshie Estate except for a trip on 6th and 7th 
October. He left Glenfeshie after midday on 6th October in sunny weather and at 
1pm was flying easterly at 48km/h. By 3pm he was on the southern slopes of Ben 
a'Bhuird, on the NTS Mar Estate. He roosted overnight in the big Scots pines of 
Glenquoich, and at 9am was on Beinn Bhreac; he then moved slowly west. At 5pm 
he was flying south at 40km/h at 1110 metres altitude, on the southern slopes of Ben 
Macdhui, and by an hour later he was back in his usual range in the upper watershed 
of the River Feshie. 

 



 

22 October 2010: Tom off to Glen Cova 

Tom moved to the area north of Loch Loch in mid October and then on the 19th flew 
east and in the afternoon, 3pm, was on the south side of the River Dee west of 
Braemar. The first signals in show that on 21st October at 11am he was at the head 
of Glen Clova and then flew north to be near Loch Muick at 3pm. Rest of data due in 
and maps updated later. 

 

29 October 2010  
 
On 22nd Tom flew up past Lochnagar and across the Dee to perch to the north on 
Cullardoch at 5pm; he then flew SW to roost the night north of Craig Leek, Braemar. 
Next day he flew west across the Cairngorms, perched on Sgor Gaith at 5pm before 
continuing to Gaick, where he settled down again. On 28th he flew east again and at 
3pm was perched on the south side of An Sgarsoch and then flew north to roost 
overnight in Glen Feshie. 
 

 
October 22nd to 28th 
 
 
 
03 November 2010 
 
Tom was on the south side of the Geldie burn in upper Deeside on 1st November, 
and roosted the night east of Carn Greannach on the Aberdeenshire-Perthshire 
border. The next day he was back on the north side of the river and on 3rd November 
at 2pm he was flying north and 73km/hr in 763 metres on the south side of Meall 
Tionail. Two hours later he was further to the north and then flew south to roost to the 
SE of Loch Tilt in Perthshire 
 
 



 

 
1st to 3rd November 
 
 
06 November 2010 
 
On the 4th November, Tom flew slowly back north into upper Deeside. There were 
no signals next day (from this time of the year there is a deep decrease in the 
amount of sunlight for charging the battery, so some signals are missing). On 6th at 
midday, he was perched near the summit of Carn Ealar, where the 3 counties meet, 
and then moved west onto Glenfeshie Estate and by evening had moved to the north 
and roosted that night near the waterfall in the big corrie to the west of the main glen 
of Glenfeshie (well inside the home range of Alma's parents).  
 

 
4th to 6th November 
 



 

10 November 2010 
 
After roosting on Glenfeshie estate, Tom moved back to his usual haunts on Gaick 
and this evening he was in the east side of the main glen.  
 

 
 
 
 

14 November 2010 

Tom has been using his larger home-range between Gaick and Glenfeshie south into 
Perthshire. 

 
 
21 November 2010 
 
No change - using same areas - interestingly on 15th November (which was a lovely 
sunny day) Tom was flying about on Glenfeshie Estate - at 2pm flying south at 
29km/h 100 metres above the ground and an hour later flying south at 50km/h just 30 
metres above ground - could the latter have been a pursuit of prey? 
 



 

 
 
 

26 November 2010: Same area 

Poor reception for recent days - poor weather - but a good fix today at 2pm was on 
the hill above the east side of Glenfeshie. 

 

06 December 2010: To Loch Loch 

Tom left Glenfeshie on 4th and was in North Perthshire next day, and then in Glen 
Tilt on morning of 6th December and around Loch Loch afternoon of 6th December.  

 

17 December 2010: Back to Glenfeshie 

Tom went to upper Geldie then back to the southern edge of Glenfeshie Estate in last 
few days.  

 

31 December 2010: No change 

Tom's transmitter is having its usual battery problems in the short days of December, 
so there have just been two non-GPS locations - NE of Dalnacardoch Lodge on 22nd 
December at 1:30 PM; and just south of Loch an Duin on 28th December; both in his 
usual range. 

 

 


