
Vega’s Movements in 2011 
 
 
02 January 2011: In Coignafearn 

No GPS locations during the period due to lack of sun charging the battery, but a series 
of non-GPS signals during the middle of the day on 25th December were from the 
Dalbeg area of Coignafearn in the headwaters of the Rivers Findhorn and Eskin, some 
30 km WSW of Carrbridge in the heart of the Monadhliath mountains. 

 

 
 
06 January 2011: No change 

Vega was in the valley of the River Dulnan upstream from Carrbridge today; roosting 
overnight in old pine trees and then further upstream during the day. 



 
 
 
10 January 2011: No change 

Vega continues to winter in the valley of the River Dulnan on Kinveachy Estate 
upstream from Carrbridge. Good series of locations on 10th January, with one GPS 
location and the polygon covers non GPS locations in area of one square km.  As the 
days lengthen and with sunny days the solar battery will start recharging properly and 
then give more GPS data. 

 



22 January 2011: No change 

No GPS data but a non GPS location at 6.26am this morning was from the same area of 
the River Dulnan valley. 

 

27 January 2011: No change  

Still roosting in the Dulnan River valley and flying up onto the Monadhliaths. 

 

08 February 2011: No change  

No change in Vega’s routine – data locations from the Carrbridge area. 

 

13 February 2011: No change 

Vega continues to live in the Dulnan valley and flies onto the Monadliaths during the 
day, although on 7th, she flew south to the hill above Loch Vaa. 

 

19 February 2011: Usual routine  

Vega roosting in the Dulnan valley and then flying west during the day into the 
Monadhliaths at 2pm on 16th, 17th and 18th. 



25 February 2011: Moving around more  

Spring like weather has affected Vega and she made a long trip SW to Ralia near 
Newtonmore at 2pm on 24th February, when she was near a deserted peregrine nest 
cliff. Otherwise she roosted in the Dulnan valley and ranged onto the Monadhliaths 
during the day. 

 

 

03 March 2011: No change  

Vega living in same area with recent range of 20 square km.  Update later in morning 
from Duncan Macdonald, Highland Countryside Ranger in Badenoch: ”Just been 
catching up with the movements of the birds online and interesting to see that Vega was 
down here at the office.  I saw her!  She was soaring above the A9/Newtonmore road 
junction being harassed by a couple of kestrels.  I obviously couldn’t stop long but I was 
sure that I had seen an aerial, then checking the raptortrack site has confirmed it." 



 

 

09 March 2011: Making bigger flights  

Vega continues to roost in the Dulnan valley near Carrbridge; on 7th she flew across the 
Monadhliaths to Coignafearn and was in the north Calder glen at 10am and north of Dalbeg at 
midday and 2pm, before returning to the Dulnan. Today, 9th, she was up near the Slochd at 8am, 
near Kinveachy Lodge, Boat of Garten at 9am, probably over Carn Ban Mor at 10.37am and in 
the hills just north of Balnagowan, Lagganbridge, at 12am, the last signal for this batch. She is 
certainly checking out the peregrine territories, many of which are nowadays empty. 



13 March 2011: No change   

Vega less travelled these last few days but not surprising has we’ve been back in winter 
with snow blizzards. 

 

 

20 March 2011: Same area  

Vega remained in the Carrbridge – Monadhliath range of 13 square km. 

 

21 March 2011: Amazing trip to Dundee and back!  

After living locally Vega made an astounding round trip flight of at least 240 km on 21st 
March. It was a clear sunny day with a very strong SW wind. She roosted overnight in 
usual location near Carrbridge and at 8am had moved half a km to the north side of the 
Rover Dulnan. Two hours later she was 42kms SE near Inverey in Deeside after flying 
SE over the Cairngorms. Vega continued flying SE and at midday was 52 km further on 
near Craigowl Hill, just 7 km north of Dundee. She then flew west and two hours later at 
2pm was another 49 km on a journey in the hills east of the Sma’ Glen in Perthshire. 
Turning north over Aberfeldy and Loch Tummel she was just south of the A9 at 
Pitagowan, west of Blair Atholl at 4pm. At 6pm she was back in familiar haunts in the 
Monadhliaths and at dusk she was back at her roost site. What an incredible fly round – 
peregrines can breed at an early age and she must be checking out hunting areas and 
potential future nesting sites, and looking for other peregrines – I wonder how many she 
saw on her journey. 



 

 

23 March 2011: Day of rest, then another flight  

Vega remained close to the wintering site on 22nd, moving a maximum of  12km onto 
the local hills. On 23rd March she did likewise, moving just 10 km west into the 
Monadhliaths and stayed in the same place from 8am to 2pm. Then she flew to Loch 
Ness, 25 km NW near Easter Boleskine, before turning S to Melgarve, in the upper Spey 
catchment at 6pm, she then flew a short distance east to roost overnight on a  wooded 
hill just NE of Garva Bridge.  Her day’s flight was 65 km and this is the first time she has 
roosted at night so far from her wintering site. 



25 March 2011: One long flight and back  

Vega in same area but on 19th had flown nearly 40 km WSW and back by midday, to 
the western Monadhliaths south of Fort Augustus. 

 

 

27 March 2011: Exploring into Lochaber before going  home  

Vega left her roost and flew 15 km SW to the west end of Loch Laggan, she was on the 
west side of Binnean Shuas hill. Two hours later she was 20 km further on between 
Blackwater Reservoir and Loch Ossian, where she stayed until at least 10am, before 
flying 54 km NE on the headwaters of the River Findhorn, at 2pm to 6pm she was on a 
hillside overlooking Dalbeg on Coignafearn Estate, and by 8pm she had flown back to 
her winter roost site near Carrbridge.  A day’s flight of 113 km. 



 

 

30 March 2011: More exploring  

On 26th March, Vega was on the moors SW of the roost, then at 6pm she was just NE 
of Ben Bynack on the Ailnack River, and then flew to roost overnight in woods near the 
Loch Garten osprey site. On 27th at 7am she was just west of the head of Glenfiddich 
and two hours later had flown south to Mona Gowan, she then turned west and spent 
11am to 1pm in the hills south of Cockbridge and the afternoon in the Ladder Hills, 
before flying to Inchrory and then roosted the night in a conifer plantation near 
Fodderletter, Tomintoul.  Next day, she was over the Cromdale Hills at 7am, Abernethy 
Reserve at 9am and from 11am to 5pm was near the River Avon south of Ben Bynack. 
At 7pm she had flown north and was beside the River Spey east of Boat of Garten and 
then back at her Carrbridge roost by 9pm. Next day she spent close to her roost.  
Another series of explorations and two nights roosting away. She is clearly visiting 
peregrine nest sites – some with adult pairs and some empty.  

On 29th March I had a report that the pair of peregrines at Aviemore were visited briefly 
by a young peregrine, which the male gently escorted away. 



 

 

31 March 2011: Another long trip and back  

Vega flew again 46 km SW to Binnein Shuas at south end of Loch Laggan – she was 
there at 1pm and then back at her winter area near Carrbridge at 3pm. 

 

 



02 April 2011: Another big peregrination  

Vega was at her usual roost then flew a few km up the Dulnan River from 7 to 9am, she 
then flew 54 km WNW and at midday was at the entrance of Glen Cannich, after 
crossing Loch Ness. An hour later she was in Strathconon over the Meig Dam, and then 
flew SE to be by an old peregrine eyrie site at the Slochd south of Tomatin at 3pm, and 
an hour later back at her wintering area after round trip of 143 km (point to point).  These 
are amazing movements which are completely new information from the first satellite 
tagged peregrines in UK. On 2nd she stayed at home except for a quick flight to Creag 
Dhu, Netwonmore at 1pm and back. 

 

 

03 April 3 2011: Off again and stayed away for nigh t  

Vega moved slowly up the Dulnan until 9am and then flew to Feshiebridge at 10am; at 
midday she was over the Dava road at Duthil and an hour later on Dava Moor before 
flying a long distance to Mona Gowan, Strathdon at 3pm and an hour later was near the 
Hill of Cat in Glendye.  At 6pm she was near Mount Keen and then west over GlenEsk 
to Glen Clova, where she roosted overnight in a band of trees above the road opposite 
Rottal.  A flight of at least 148km. 



 

 

05 April 2011: Flew back to winter roost  

Vega flew up Glen Clova at 6am and from 7am to 8am was again at Mona Gowan, she 
then flew SE to Deecastle at 9am. At 11am she was on the SE side of Brown Cow Hill 
and then from midday to 3pm was just NW of Gairnshiel Bridge. At 4pm she was at Lynn 
of Avon, Inchrory and 2 hours later back in the River Dulnan and then went to usual 
overnight roost. A day’s flight of at least 133 km. 

 



10 April 2011: More visiting of peregrine eyries  

Vega has ranged within an area of 2000 km² in the last 4 days; her most active day was 
7 April when she visited old peregrine eyries in Strathnairn at 9 AM and 10 AM, and 
then at Dunmaglass at 11 AM. She then flew fast to the south and was at a 
peregrine eyrie near Dalwhinnie at midday. An hour later she was near Ben lawers in 
Perthshire, and then came north to visit ancestral peregrine eyries near Loch Ossian at 
3 PM and on Corrour at 4 PM, and was back at her roost which she left in the morning 
by 6 PM.  The journey was at least 192 km. On the 8th and 9th, she spent her time in 
the Monadhliath mountains, going as far north as Loch Ness on the 8th. 

 

 

11 April 2011: More wandering  

On 10 April, Vega spent her time in the Dulnan Valley up to 6 PM, 2 hours later was 40 
km SSW in north Drumochter and then she turned north to roost in a wood south of Cat 
Lodge at 9 PM.  Next day, she started to move before midday when she was near 
Newtonmore, then she flew across the strath to Cuaich by 1 PM and then flew all the 
way south to the north shore of Loch Tummel at 2 PM, an hour later she was on the 
north side of Loch Rannoch and then flew north to the north side of Loch Ericht at 4 PM. 
An hour later she was at Creag Dubh cliff near Newtonmore, and at 6 PM was in 
Coignafearn and then returned to her wintering area where she was roosting at 9 PM, 
after a day’s journey of a least 134 km. 



 

 

12 April 2011: Off over the Moray Firth  

Vega set off early today and by 8am was at Tornagrain, near Inverness airport, an hour 
later she was over and the Moray Firth 11 km NNW of Findhorn. I think she went up the 
Black Isle Coast checking peregrine sites before crossing the sea back to the Moray. At 
10 AM she was over the Altyre moors and that 12 AM was much further south, in fact 
south of Loch Builg in Aberdeenshire. She then flew back along the north side of the 
Cairngorms and flew through her natal home range at 1 PM, before visiting the 
Aviemore peregrines at 2 PM and then settled back down in the Dulnan watershed for 
the rest of the day, after flying at least 200 km. 



17 April 2011: Quiet few days  

Vega has not made any large movements in the last 4 days, and has mainly been living 
in the Dulnan River and the Monadhliaths, with a few trips to Newtonmore, within a 
range of 136 square km. 

 

 

21 April 2011: In The Monadhliaths  

Vega has left her favourite area near Carrbridge and moved upstream on the River 
Dulnan to an old peregrine nest site, and then moved south-west to a big glen near 
Newtonmore. She spent a lot of time sitting high up in the crags on Creag Liath, but also 
took time to fly north to Coignafearn and back. She has been visiting sites within a range 
of 160 square kilometres. 



 

Vega’s range in last 2 months 

 
25 April 2011: Settling down?  

Vega has been rather settled over the last 4 days of glorious weather. She is centred on 
the hills just NW of Newtonmore with day trips north to Coignafearn.  Living in an area of 
21 km². 



 

 
 
29 April 2011: No change  

Vega remained in the Newtonmore area although at 8am to 11am today she was on 
Alvie Estate in the Dulnan River area. 

 

 



09 May 2011: Remains NW of Newtonmore  

Vega has remained in the big glen north of Netwonmore with ranging as far as 
Coignafearn and the Dulnain River as far east as Alvie Estate. 

 

 

15 May 2011: No change  

Vega has remained on the hills NW of Newtonmore flying north to Coignafearn in a 
range of 29 square metres. 



19 May 2011: No change  

Same routine in last 4 days. 

 

23 May 2011: A bit more wandering  

Vega has made a few longer flights in last four days in weather which has been windy 
and cold, with a lot of snow in the mountains on some dates. On 19th she made a longer 
flight to west Coignafearn and back; on 21st she was back in the River Cro and 
yesterday flew south towards Newtonmore. 

 

 

27 May 2011: Move NE into The Monadhliaths  

On 27th May Vega moved north into Coignafearn where she was present from 6am to 
11am, and she then moved further east and was on the watershed between Kinrara and 
Dalmigavie Estates until evening. 

 
05 June 2011: Ranging a bit more  

Vega remains centred on the big glen north-west of Newtonmore but in the last 10 days 
has ranged as far as her winter home west of Carrbridge. She has been in an area of 
166 km². 



12 June 2011: Wandering more through The Monadhliat hs  

Vega has been more often in the northern areas towards the Dalmigavie march and the 
River Dulnain. 

 

 

19 June 2011: No change  

Ranging between Newtonmore roost and the River Dulnain moorlands on Alvie and 
Dunachton Estates. 

 
 
25 June 2011: No real change  

Vega deserted her Newtonmore haunt on 22nd June and spent more time near the 
Dulnain River on Alvie Estate. 



 

 

08 July 2011: No change  

Vega continues to live in the Monadhliaths between the hills NW of Newtonmore and the 
River Dulnain on Alvie Estate. 

 

 



21 July 2011: No change  

Vega continues to live in the Monadhliaths in the same areas as in previous weeks. 

 
 
25 July 2011: Back in last winter’s night roost are a  

On 16th to 20th July Vega was roosting at night back in the Dulnain valley west of 
Carrbridge, where she was last winter. On 21st she returned to the Newtonmore area. 

 

 

01 August 2011: No change  

After spending time in the Newtonmore area, Vega moved back to the Carrbridge area 
at end of month. 

 

09 August 2011: No change  

Vega spent the last week in the mountains just NW of Newtonmore, in an area of 12 
square km. 

 
 
 



14 August 2011: No change  

Vega still in same general area near Newtonmore, although flight to Coignafearn and 
back at 7pm on 9th August. 

 

28 August 2011: Quick flight to Loch Laggan and bac k  

Vega has continued to live in the mountains NW of Newtonmore with ranging as far as 
Coignafearn, but on 19th August at 4pm she was at Creag Dubh, an ancestral peregrine 
cliff, and then at 6pm over the east end of Loch Laggan before returning home. 

 

 

03 September 2011: Back to Carrbridge area  

On 30th August, Vega flew NE into the Dulnain River valley and headed further east to 
roost that night at her old haunts to the west of Carrbridge. Next day she stayed in the 
Dulnain area. 



 

 

09 September 2011: No change  

Vega has ranged between Dulnain River sites on Kinveachy Estate to Newtonmore, with 
much activity on the north side of Alvie Estate along the Dulnain watershed. 

 



17 September 2011: Ranging widely in south Monadhli aths  

Vega has been ranging in an area of 110 square km from the Dulnain River roosts near 
Carrbridge to Newtonmore. She has often been in the upper Dulnain River 
catchment and through the area of a proposed wind farm. 

 

 

26 September 2011: No change  

Vega has been living at the Newtonmore end of her range in last week with daily flights 
north into Coignafearn, except on night of 22nd/23rd when she roosted overnight a little 
to the south on Creag Dubh. 

 

02 October 2011: No change  

Vega moved between Geal Charn, Newtonmore and Coignafearn. 

 

07 October 2011: No change  

Vega ranged between Creag Dubh, west of Newtonmore, north to Coignafearn. 

 



10 October 2011: Moved to Carrbridge roosts  

Vega flew east to the River Dulnain roost sites near Carrbridge on 6th and settled there; 
flying up to 7 km to the Mondahliaths in the mornings. 

 

 

17 October 2011: Usual behaviour  

Normal activity roosting near Dulnain River and flying to the Monadhliaths during day; on 
16th October at 3pm was on moorlands between the A9 near Newtonmore and Glen 
Tromie. 

 

26 October 2011: No change but breaks in transmissi ons 

On 17th October Vega was back in mountains NW of Newtonmore and apparently just 
west of there at 2.15pm on 21st – the last transmission received to date. Between 13th 
and 21st October all hourly reports showed low volt or battery drain except at 3pm on 
16th. Probably due to lack of sun in recent weeks. 

 
 
29 October 2011: No change  

Low light levels so GPS not giving co-ordinates but low voltage readings to 7pm on 28th 
and a non GPS gave Vega NW of Newtonmore at 3.57am – in the usual area. 



15 November 2011: No change  

Vega continues to roost at night just NW of Newtonmore and flying north into 
Coignafearn during the day. She was there from at least 12.33 to 2.54pm on 6th and 
2pm on 10th. 

 

 

28 November 2011: No change  

Vega was in the usual day time area in Coignafearn on 19th November but the 
transmitter is showing its normal behaviour in winter with limited transmissions during 
periods with no sunshine. 

 

05 December 2011: Moved to River Spey, Nethybridge  

Poor quality signals in these dark days but several transmissions showed she was along 
the River Spey near Nethybridge on December 1st. 

 

11 December 2011: Moved up river to Insh Marshes  

On 5th December Vega was in a wood near Lynchat at 12.21pm, out on the Insh 
Marshes at 12.36 and just NW of Kingussie at 1.09pm. 



 

 

19 December 2011: Newtonmore  

Vega was over Newtonmore at 11.48 am on 17th December. 

 

27 December 2011: Back at Carrbridge area  

On 21st, Vega was back in the area of the Dulnain valley west of Carrbridge, an area 
she frequented last winter. 

 

The full data received from Vega’s satellite transmitter has been analysed for the whole 
of 2011 and shown as the following map: 



Movements and range of Vega throughout 2011 

 

 

 

 

 


